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Files that went to press: magazines, catalogs, line
cards, calendars. Built in InDesign, checked in
Acrobat, handed to the printer clean.
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5. How I prepare files for press

Northeastern Exposure, Volume 20, Number 3 (2013). Northeastern Supply. Three
Marketiers, Hagerstown MD.
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Publication covers
Magazine, catalog and media kit covers. Three Marketiers, Hagerstown MD.

Northeastern Exposure, Volume 19, Number 3.
"Delivery in 4 Hours." Northeastern Supply.

Northeastern Supply, "Customer Driven." Line card
cover, March 2011.

AD Today 2014.
Affiliated Distributors.

AD Today 2012 media
kit. Affiliated
Distributors.

WHAT THIS SHOWS

Four covers, four years, two publishers. Each
one built to its printer's trim and bleed, with
the photo compositing done in-house.
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Magazine interiors
Contents page and two feature spreads. Three Marketiers, Hagerstown MD.

Northeastern Exposure, Volume 19, Number 2, pages 12 and 13. Harford Award
feature: three-column body, pull quote, attendee sidebar.

AD Today 2012, pages 26 and 27. Social Media feature: three-column text, author
sidebar, pull quote, continuation line to page 28.

AD Today 2014, page 5. Table of contents.

WHAT THIS SHOWS

Feature spreads with three-column body copy, pull quotes, sidebars
and photo captions, running feet and folios carried through the issue.

A contents page that lists features, division sections and extras
against their page numbers, with the publisher's contact block set
small at the foot.
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Line card, front and inside
Northeastern Supply, March 2011. Three Marketiers, Hagerstown MD.

Inside. Five divisions, vendor lists with preferred vendors in bold, specialist contacts, a services panel and the date in the margin.

Front.

Hundreds of product and vendor lines in small type on a two-sided sheet. Every name has to be spelled right and sit in the right division, and the type has to hold at press
size.
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Calendars
PACE Supply, Consumers Pipe and Supply, Hercules Industries. Three Marketiers, Hagerstown MD.

PACE Supply wall calendar, October 2015. Consumers Pipe wall calendar, 2015. Consumers Pipe year at a glance,
2016 grid.

Hercules Industries desk pad, December
2015.

Consumers Pipe 2027 calendar, 2026.
Current work.

Wall, desk pad and year at a glance. Day numbers, day-of-year counts, moon phases, holidays and twelve mini months, all checked before release. One wrong date spoils
the run.
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How I prepare files for press
In InDesign, before export.

1. Read the printer's spec first. Trim, bleed, PDF standard, color
space, resolution, ink limit. Set the document to it: page size,
0.125 in bleed or as specified, slug for job information.

2. Links panel. No missing or modified links. Effective resolution
300 ppi for photos, higher for line art. Color space and profile
match the spec, no stray RGB unless the printer wants it.

3. Fonts. All fonts active, none missing or substituted, no faux bold
or italic. Find Font to confirm.

4. Preflight panel, custom profile for the printer. Bleed and slug,
image resolution, color spaces, overprint, hairlines, small text,
overset text. Zero errors before export.

5. Separations preview. Total ink against the printer's limit. Rich
black built to the printer's recipe for large areas; small type and
hairlines 100 K only; black type set to overprint; no unexpected
spot colors.

6. Package. Fonts, links, IDML and a report, so the job can be
opened anywhere.
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How I prepare files for press
Export, check in Acrobat, proof, release.

7. Export to the printer's standard. PDF/X-1a or PDF/X-4 as
specified, marks and bleed as asked, output intent set.

8. Acrobat Output Preview. Separations, total area coverage at
the printer's limit, overprint simulation, object inspector for
anything odd.

9. Acrobat Preflight. Run the PDF/X verification profile. Fix in the
native file, not the PDF, unless the printer asks for a quick fix.

10. Proof before release. Print or soft-proof, read it against the final
copy, check folds and page order. Keep the preflight report with
the job.
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